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Subject  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS:  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH.  BIRMINGHAM.  ALABAMA  9/15/63 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


This  serial,  the  original  memorandum  from  the  FBI  to  the 

Attorney  General  dated  10/8/63 , which  was 

returned  to  the  Bureau  signed  by  the  Attorney  General 
authorizing  FBI  to  conduct  electronic  surveillance,  has 

hoon  r\oT>mflnprvM  v r* pmnuorl  f1  rvr  7'Ptprj‘hi  on  in  tiViia  TJsj'hi  nnsl 

Security  Electronic  Surveillance  File  per  memorandt 
^■Bito  Mr dated  7-13-73.  See  62-115657^ 
for  details  an^wner^namtained. 
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Complete  File  and  Serial  Number  157-1025-432 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to  Mr.  Belmonto^ 

FROM  A,  Rosei^O 


subject:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECT; 

^BQMBIHGJ3iL-16TH^TBEET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 

rt /i  c /a*i  ' " " " 

ZJf  XU/  uo 

BOMBING  MATTERS 


date:  October  7,  1963 
JUNE 


This  memorandum  recommends  that  the  Attorney  General* s 


In  view  of  the  tense  racial  situation  In  Birmingham, 
further  inf lamped  by  the  recent  bombings,  it  is  believed  that 
further  activity  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  responsible  for  the 


Memorandum  to  Hr,  Belmont 
RE:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECT; 


bombings  could  easily  lead  to  further  rioting,  bloodshed,  loss 
of  life,  materially  affecting  the  security  of  the  United  States, 


I 


I 


The  Birmingham  Office  has  assured  that  the  tesur  can 
be  installed  with  full  security. 

There  are  57  investigative-type  tesurs  in  operation 
at  the  present  time  and  three  are  awaiting  installation.  The 
limit  IB  75. 


RECOMMENDATION: 

It  is  recommended  that  the  attached  memorandum 
be  sent  to  the  Attorney  General  requesting  authority  to  install 
this  tesur. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


JUNE 


to  : Director,  FBI  (Bufile  157-1025  ) date:  10/4/63 

Attn:  Assistant  Director  Rosen 


l 


rom  : SAC,  Birmingham  (157-352  SF-2) 

subject:  RECOMMENDATION  FOR  INSTALLATION  OF  raCOTICAL  OR  MICROPHONE  SURVEILLANCE 


RE:  Title  BAPBOMB 

Character  of  Case  BOMBING  MATTERS 
Field  Office  BIRMXN 
Symbol  Number 

Type  Of  rvpl  Tt  pnp^”/TVf»'hri,1  ppl  nr  MlC  TOphOHe) 

'^'^ONF.  INFT 


1.  Name  and  address  of  subject: 

2.  Location  of  technical  operation: 


3.  Other  technical  surveillances  on  same  subject: 


NONE 


«C-2, 


4.  Cost  and  manpower  involved: 


$100.00  per  day 
3 Special  Agents 


7^ 


I 

.14  OCT  jy  1963 


5.  Adequacy  of  security: 


'rfm?i1363 


lr>t 


Sufficient  in  that  Sptecial  Agents  will  be 
on  hand  .at  all  times  p- 

r U **  .<-'7. 


6.  Type  of  case  involved: 


Bombing  of  Negro  Church 


7.  Connection  or  status  of  subject  in  the  case:  Principal  suspect. 


8.  Specific  infonnation  being  sought:  Identification  of  accomplices  and 

additional  Investigative  leads  in  this  and  other  bombing 
matters. 


Reasons  for  believing  the  specific  infonnation  vill  be  obtain^ 
technical  surveillance:  Sources  havg  arivi start  siispeci 


10.  Importance  of  case  and  subject:  This  is  major  case  with  nationwide 

interest. 


- 2 - 


11. 


Possibilities  of  obtaining  desired  information  by  other  means 
(Explain  in  detail) : 


12.  Risks  of  detection  involved: 


None.  Full  security  assured 


13.  Probable  length  of  technical  surveillance:  15  days. 


Ik, 


Request  made  for  technical  surveillance  by 
(name  specific  official,  title  and  agency) 


any  outside  agency 

NONE 
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Recommendation  of  Assistant  Director: 
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Memorandum  , 

74/  date:  10-9-63 

JUNE 


Tolson  _ 
Belmont 


subject: 


Hr . Belmc 

/ . , 

yy 

A.  Rose A, 

UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  9-15-63 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


Gandy  , 


* 


” This  memorandum  recommends  tpat  the  Attorney  General's 
authority  be  obtained  to  install  a , technical  surveillance  (tesur) 


Information  received  concerning^^^^^V in  the  past 
wo^ld  indicate  that  heJia^^nforra^io^^o^^^^T^^j^^^^jj^^nce 

on  oia 6 oar  c.  Ox  o 


In  view  of  the  tense  racial  situation  in  Birmingham 
j aggravated  by  the  recent  bombings , it  is  believed  that  further 

(activity  on  the  part  of  those  responsible  for  the  bombings 
could  easily  lead  to  further  rioting,  bloodshed,  loss  of  life, 
materially  affecting  the  security  of  the  United  States. 


Memorandum  To  Mr.  Belmont 
Re:  UNSUBS,  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH 

STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


It  Is  believed  that  a tesur  on  the  telephone  of 
may  well  bring  to  light  the  efforts  of  such  persons 
urther  inflame  and  aggravate  the  situation. 


The  Atlanta  Office  has  assured  that  the  tesur 
can  be  installed  with  full  security. 

There  are  57  investigative-type  tesurs  in  operation 
at  the  present  time  and  four  are  awaiting  installation.  The 
limit  is  75. 


RECOMMENDATION: 

It  is  recommended  that  the  attached  memorandum 
be  sent  to  the  Attorney  General  requesting  authority  to  install 
this  tesur. 
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Cailahan  . 
Conrad  


DECODE  CT' COPY 
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RADIO  □ TELETYPE 


Tele,  fto 
Holmes  . 
Gandy  _ 


URGENT  10-10-63 
^TO  DIRECTOR 
INFO  SAC  BIRMINGHAM 
FROM  SAC  ATLANTA  101954 

JUNE.  BAPBOMB* 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  COVERAGE  OF* 

CONCERNING  CAPTIONED  MATTER,  AUTHORITY  IS  REQUESTED  TO  MAKE 
A SURVEY  FOR  INSTALLATION  OF  TECHNICAL  SURVEILLANCE  ON  HOME 


IN  VIEW  OF  IMPORTANCE  OF  THIS  MATTER 
EXPEDITE  AUTHORIZATION  IS  REQUESTED. 


RECEIVED: 


4:56  PM 


JWF 


• / 


If  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  disseminated  outside  the  Bureau , it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably 
paraphrased  in  order  to  protect  the  Bureau’s  cryptographic  systems. 


-TBirSrLgXyog 

TO  SACS  ATLANTA  JUNE 

BIRMINGHAM  


FROLS  DIRECTOR  FBI  5 

— ,o 

3APB0M3. 

AUTHORITY  GRAFTED  TO  HAKE  SURVEY  FOE  INSTALLATION  OF  TESUE 


10/11/33 


CODE 


URGENT 


RESULTS. 


NOTE:  If  no  further  contact  Coday,  send  by  urgent  teletype 

code. 


(&APBOMB  is  the  approved  code  name  assigned  to  investigation 
captioned  "Unknown  Subjects;  Bombing  of  16th  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Birmingham,  Alabama,  9/15/63,  Bombing  Matters.") 
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UNITED  STATES  GOV lkNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


Mr.  McGo1 


A. 


date:  October  4,  1963 


Tolson  

Belmont  

Mohr  

Casper  

Callahan  . — 

Conrad  . . 

De Loach  

Evans  

Gale  

Tavel  . 

Trotter  

Tele.  Room  

Holmes  

Gandy  


subject:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH 
STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  9/15/63 

irnrxTo  if  a rmmn 

r>umr>iiNU  iviaTTE txs 


SAC  Moore  calleato  advise  me  that  he  had  obtained  a signed 
statement  from  ThomajsfBlanton,  Sr.  authorizing  the  FBI  to  make  a search 


T’b  i n 'ifH  n l/>^  Ou+Krvi*i  r7ofi/\r 


x iii-o  io  ck  uutaxxuu  q.uuiui  i.z4auuu  wiuuu 


tVki  rtK  Itt^i  C rtKf  O i n nrl  f ■»»/■ 


i ao  uuiaiiicu  xiuiu 


Blanton,  Sr.  for  a consent  search  and  it  is  planned  that  such  a search  will 
be  made  of  the  premises.  //  ; 


SAC  Moore  also  advised  that  they  have  authority  from  the  United 
States  Attorney  (USA)  to  file  against  Blanton,  Jr.  for  an  attempted  assault 
upon  an  Agent.  When  the  office  decides  to  do  this,  SAC  Moore  will  communicate 
with  me  and  advise  me  of  the  language  of  the  complaint. 

SAC  Moore  was  also  authorized  to  have  a survey  made  of  the 
residence  of  Thomas  Blanton,  Sr.  for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  a tesur.  SAC 
Moore  will  also  furnish  appropriate  information  concerning  the  location  and 
other  necessary  data  for  the  installation  if  it  is  installed  and  an  appropriate 
memorandum  will  be  prepared  to  the  Attorney  General  requesting  authority  ^ 
to  install  such. 

ill 
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DECODED  COPY 


□ AIRGRAM 


CABLEGRAM  cxxRADIO  □ TELETYPE 


URGENT  10-11-63  T 

TO  DIRECTOR 

FROM  SAC  ATLANTA  112010 

O' 

JUNE.  BAPBOMB,  RACIAL  MATTER,  ATTENTION  FBI  LABORATORY.  RE 
ATLANTA  RADIOGRAM  THIS  DATE  REQUESTING  ADDITIONAL  EQUIPMENT 
FOR  PLANT  OPERATION.  IN  SUBSEQUENT  CONTACT  WITH  ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR  ROSEN  APPARENT  TWO  MORE  ADDITIONAL  TAPE  R ECORDERS  AND 
TWO  MORE  COMPLETE  DIAL  RECORDERS  WILL  BE  REQUIRED  ATLANTA. 

LAB  13  REQUESTED  TO  EXPEDITIOUSLY  FORWARD  OR  HAVE  OTHER  OFFICES 
FORWARD  DESIRED  EQUIPMENT.  t 


RECEIVEO: 


5:31  PM  CTF 


, ri'i 


NOT  RECORDED 

22  OCT  13  1963 


Wl< 


If  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  message  15  to  oe  alsSeminaiea  Oiusiae  , 
paraphrased  in  order  to  protect  the  Bureau's  cryptographic  systems . 


10-11-63 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


TO  SACS  NSW  YORK  < - — . - -- 

ATLANTA  / • _ 

FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI 

BAPBOMB,  RACIAL  MATTER. 

REATRAD  TEN  ELEVEN  SIXTY  THREE. 

NY  WILL  FURNISH  AT  BY  MOST  EXPEDITIOUS  MEANS  TWO 
MAGNECORD  TAPE  RECORDERS  COMPLETE  AND  TWO, SIX  DASH  A DIAL 
RECORDERS  COMPLETE. 

ADVISE  BUREAU  WHEN  EQUIPMENT  SENT  TO  AT. 


VIA  TELETYPE 

GCT12  1963 

ENCIPHERED 


?•??, \ Z05  J 0_ 

: % 


m ITHU 


;^63 


Nn-dd^ 
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Tavel 

n TELETYPE 

Gandy  


URGENT  10-11-63 
TO  QJ^sfCTOR 

ATLANTA 


SAC 

O 


1 11635 


JUNE.  BAPBOMB.  ATTENTION  FBI  LABORATORY.  RE  BUREAU  TEL 
OCTOBER  TO  LAST. 

LABORATORY  IS  REQUESTED  TO  FURNISH  EXPEQ.JJJJOUSLY  TO  THE 
ATLANTA  OFFICE  ONE  COMPLETE  DIAL  AMPLIFIER  AND  RECORDER  FOR 
USE  IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  TECHNICAL  SURVEILLANCE  AUTHORIZED. 
LAB  IS  ALSO  REQUESTED  TO  FORWARD  EXPEDITIOUSLY  ONE^BINAURAL 
TAPE  PLAY  BACK  UNIT  FOR  TRANSCRIPTION  PURPOSES.  ' 


RECEIVED: 


1 :44  PM 


NCC 


REGr-tt 


C.^LLS.D; 


H(oO 


Cc--iViit.  3 U LL;\.\N 


. „ tv  t.  r- 21 

* ■-  i S',  U 


If  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  disseminated  outside  the  Bureau r it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably 
paraphrased  in  order  to  protect  the  Bureau's  cryptographic  systems. 


10/11/83 


FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI  (80-768) 

BAP BOMB. 

IlEUR  jtAD  OCTOBER  ELEVEN  REQUESTING  DIAL  AMPLIFIER 


RECORDER  AND  A BINAURAL  TAPE  PLAYBACK  BE  FURNISHED  ATLANTA 
EXPEDITIOUSLY . 

THE  FOLLOWING  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEING  SHIPPED  ATLANTA  THIS 


DATE  VIA  AIR  EXPRESS.  ONE  EACH  K DASH  THREE  TAPE  TRANSCRIBER 
NUMBER  FOUR  ZERO . ONE  EACH  SIX  A DIAL  AMPLIFIER  AND  SIX  AE 
RECORDER  NUMBER  ONE  TWO  NINE. 

UPON  RECEIPT  YOU  SHOULD  MAKE  APPROPRIATE  INVENTORY  CHANGES 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT  ^X^tJLC 

Memorandum  A*:*'a. 


DIRECTOR,  FBI 


date:  10/11/63 


SAC,  ATLANTA  (66-825)  JUNE 


BAPBOMB 

J RACIAL  MATTER 


Re  Atlanta  FD  142  dated  10/7/63. 


In  connection  with  investigatioi^je^i^^onducted , 
intensified  coverage  was  requested  on^Hj^fldl^mjtelephoni 
cally  by  SAC  MOORE.  He  related  Bureau  authority  had  been 
given  for  easibility  of  conducting 

a Tesur  on 


In  this  reeard-'lt  has  been  ascertai 


ffl 
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The  above  is  being  submitted  for  the  information  o 
the  Bureau  to  bring  the  Bureau  up-to-date  on  the  surveys 
being  made  in  Atlanta.  By  coded  teletype  dated  10/10/63 
✓'  the  Bureau  authorized  Teeui* 
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Memorandum 
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DIRECTOR,  FBI 


date:  10/11/63 


Orv-y' SAC,  ATLANTA  (66-825) 


JUNE 


subject: 


BAPBOMB 
RACIAL  MATTER 


Z 
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Re  Atlanta  FD  142  dated  10/7/63. 

In  connection  with  investigat^oi^b^y^^jonducted , 
intensified  coverage  was  requested  on^H^mj^^|^£elephoni 
cally  by  SAC  MOORE.  He  related  Bureau  authority  had  been 
given  for  sujmgj^^t^b^jnad^j^J^f easibility  of  conducting 
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Tne  above  is  being  submitted  for  the  information  of 
the  Bureau  to  bring  the  Bureau  up-to-date  on  the  surveys 
being  made  in  Atlanta.  By  coded  tel etvne  dated  10/10/63 
the  Bureau  authorized  Tesur  on( 
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UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
9/15/63 

BOMBING  MATTERS 


To  complement  tesur  coverage  previously  authorized 


io^o^tesuron 


Has  been  removed  and  placed  in  the  Special  File  Room  of  Records  Branch. 


See  File  66-2554-7530  for  authority. 
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JUNE 

) date:  10/7/63 


Memorandum 

TO  DIRECTOR,  7FBI  (Bufile 

\A/y^y 

FROM  : A SAC,  ATLANTA  (66-825) 

subject:  ^COMMENDATION  FOR  INSTALLATION  OF  TECHNICAL  OR  MICROPHONE  SURVEILLANCE 


Tv 


ft 


PTP*  TM+lo  ' r>  a 

m-LC  iJ.tt.T'UWJJJLLJ 

Character  of  Case  RM 
Field  Office  Atlanta 
Symbol  Number 

Type  of  Surveillance  (Technical  or  Microphone) 
Technical 


1.  Name  and  address  of  subject: 


2.  Location  of  technical  operation: 

Technical  operation  located  in  space  occupied  by  Headquartei 
Office. 

3.  Other  technical  surveillances  on  same  subject:  L | 

At  this  time  there  are  no  other  technical  surveillances  on 

this  subject.  Ife? 


4.  Cost  and  manpower  involved:  cSjj*  '3  _ 1-4  q (y 

Exact  cost  is  unknown  as  to  the  leasing  of  necessary  telephone 


services  of  four  Investigative  Clerks. 


5 . Adequacy  of  security: 

Security  of  this  installation  is  assure1 


14  OCT  1963 


Bureau 


c 


Type  of  case  involved: 

InvestigJ^^i^conducted  by  Birmingham  Office  has  indicated 
that have  some  implication  or  connection 
with  thos^^id^^uals  responsible  in  the  bombing  of  the 
Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
September  15,  1963. 


6 


J.  Connection  or  status  of  subject  in  the  case: 

^^Iiwe^igation  to  date  has  not  established  thal 

is  a subject  in  the  BAPBOMB  investigation;  however, 
has  indicated  he  may  have  had  connections  or  associations 
^ with  subjects  of  that  case. 


8. 


Specific  information  being  sought: 

Information  being  sought  relates  to  the  degre^o^association 
and  possible  implication  on  the  part  with  other 

individuals  in  Alabama  who  may  have  beenresponsflPre  for 
instant  bombings. 


h,  I/ 

[I 


Reasons  for  believing  the  specific  information  will  be  obtained  by  the 
technical  surveillance: 


Considering  Birmingham,  Alabama, 

during  period  of  time  that  Baptist  Church  was  bombed  and 
considering  he  normally  resides  and  works  in  Atlanta  area, 
it  is  believed  that  telephonic  conversations  may  be  utilized 


for  contact  between 
in  the  Birmingham  a 


te^Dhoi 


and  suspects,  all  of  whom  reside 


Importance  of  case  and  subject: 

The  Bureau's  instructions  to  SAC  MOORE  in  Birmingham  have 
indicated  that  all  investigative  efforts  must  be  made  to 
solve  this  case. 


2 - 


10. 


11. 


Possibilities  of  obtaining  desired  information  by  other  means 
(Explain  in  detail) : 


proven  that  physical  surveillances  and  other  investigative 
means  have  been  unproductive  in  developing  information  regarding 
his  associates,  contacts  and  activities. 


12.  Risks  of  detection  involved: 

There  is  no  apparent  risk  of  detection  involved  in  this 
installation . 


13-  Probable  length  of  technical  surveillance: 
Length  of  Tesur  is  indefinite. 


lh.  Request  made  for  technical  surveillance  by  any  outside  agency 
(name  specific  official,  title  and  agency) : 

There  have  been  no  such  requests  for  Tesur  by  any 
outside  agencies  known  to  the  Atlanta  Office. 
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Memorandum  for  the  Attorney  General 


2n  view  of  the  tense  racial  situation  in  Birmingham, 
further  inflamed  by  the  bombings,  it  is  believed  that 
additional  activity  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  responsible 
for  the  bombings  could  easily  lead  to  more  rioting,  bloodshed 
and  loss  of  life,  materially  affecting  the  security  of  the 
United  States, 

It  is  requested  that  you  authorize  the  installation 
of  a technical  surveillance  at  the  office  of  Jesse  Benjamin 
Stoner  in  Atlanta,  or  at  any  address  to  which  he  may  move, 

Respectfully , 


John  Edgar  Hoover 
Director 


APPROVED 


DATED 


NOTE: 


See  memo  Rosen  to  Belmont  10-9-63,  captioned 
"Unknown  Subjects,  Bombing  of  Sixteenth  Street 

D#i  +■  "J  r*i  4*  1 1 mm  U D 4 m«m  4 *1  rr  V%  *"»  m Ain  UaihA  Q. ...  1 ^ 

LKip  t v*uuxvu  } XJJ.X  aiAU5U«MU  f niftuftum,  */  — j.u-wv, 

Bombing  Matters  --  * 

This  letter  is  being  classified 
mentions  a tesur. 


Se)^t  since  it 
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File 


Subject  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 


HAPTT5T  PWTTTJPH  PtTPMTKTlCU AM  AT  A RAMA  Q/  1 


BOMBING  MATTERS 


This  serial,  the  original  memorandum  from  the  FBI  to  the 

Attorney  General  dated 10/9/63 , which  was 

returned  to  the  Bureau  signed  by  the  Attorney  General 
authorizing  FBI  to  conduct  electronic  surveillance,  has 
been  permanently  removed  for  retention  in  the  National_ 

m 1 1 

UiCiUUJ.  O.X1U.LU114 

See  62-1l5657^T 


o Mr  .^^|^^m|^J^dated  7- 1 3-73* 
tails  and  where  maintained. 
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:CTICN  7'TTH  CAUTIONS 

UECVIDTr  NULL  SECURITY  A33UESD.  ATYI3Z  NUP.2AU  TILLS 

IN  INSTALLATION,  T3L2UHCN3  1“  -BUB  AITD  SYINSCL  NLCU3' 

3ULST  JUSTINICATIOM  NCR  CONTINUANCE  IN  INSTALL  AT 

N773CT  AT  3NB  07  THIRTY  DAY  POP. IOC.  COPY  NUR.NBHZD 

3IBA£INGHAM  BY  LIAXL.  
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Tolson  _ 
Belmont  , 
Mohr  


Callahan 

Conrad  

DeLoach 
Evans  


Sullivan  

Tavel  

Trotter  

Tele.  Room  : 
Holmes 
Gandy  


NOTE:  This  Tesur  has  been  approved  by  the  Attorney  General  10-10-63. 
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URGENT  10-17-63  6:08  PM  ESI  WJA 

TO  DIRECTOR 

FROM  SAC  INDIANAPOLIS  172100 


J U Ai  a 


BAPBOMB.  MEETING  OF  RIGHT  WING  GROUPS,  INDIANAPOLIS,  INDIANA, 
OCTOBER  19-20,  1963,  RACIAL  MATTERS. 


nr  ni  it  r j tm  i r n * tt 

blduill  mio  uric. 

NO  LIVE  INFORMANT  COVERAGE  AVAILABLE  INDIANAPOLIS  FOR 


COVERAGE  CAN  BE  AFFORDED  MEETING  ROOM  AND  HOTEL  ROOM  WHICH  WILL 
BE  ASSIGNEDmm^^^^lF  HE  APPEARS  FROM  CENTRAL  MONITORING 
ROOM  IN  HOTEL  WHICH  IS  SECURE. 


REQUEST  AUTHORITY  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  AS  DELEGATES  WILL 
BE  CHECKING  INTO  HOTEL  EARLY  AFTERNOON,  OCTOBER  18  NEXT. 


RECEIVED: 


7 : 1 8 PM  NCC 


If the  intelligence  ^contained  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  disseminated  outside  the  Bureau t it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably 
par uphfused  in  order  to  protect  the  Bureau's  cryptographic  systems. 
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Memorandum 


DIRECTOR,  FBI 


date:  10/21/63 


SAC,  ATLANTA  (157-582A)  JUNE 


Survey  reflects  that  full  security  cannot  be  reasonably 
assured  on  Tesur  installation  and  therefore  recommendation 
is  made  against  such  an  installation  at  this  time. 


2-  Bureau  (RM) 

2-  Birmingham  (RM) 


O'  OCT  2 3 1963' 


4-3  tRev.  4-17-63) 


Y- 

DECODED  COPY 
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Callaha 
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Rosen  \ 

Sutli y<in^3^2 
Javel 
Trotter. 


URGENT 

'DIRECTOR 


10-21-63 


x FROM  SAC  INDIANAPOLIS 


3:03  PM 
211828 


EST 


4-?, 

(O 


JUNE.. 

-BAPBOMB.  MEETING  OF  RIGHT  WING  GROUPS , INDIANAPOLIS, 
INDIANA,  OCTOBER  19  - 20,  1 963  P RACIAL  MATTERS. 

REBUTEL  OCTOBER  18  LAST. 

MICROPHONE  SURVEILLANCE  INSTALLED  MAROTT  HOTEL,  PARLOR  B 

BY 

12:10  P.M, , OCTOBER  18  LAST,  AND  ASSIGNED  SYMBOL  NUMBE 
DISCONTINUED  5 P.M.,  OCTOBER  20  LAST. 

PERTINENT  RESULTS  BEING  FURNISHED  BUREAU  1/ 

'\jCONF.  INF?. 

RECEIVED:  4:14"PM~~  ‘ n JCF 
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If  the  intelligence  ^<u>ru(Dned  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  disseminated  outside  the  Bureau,  it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably 
paraphrased  in  order  to  protect  the  Bureau's  cryptographic  systems. 
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UNITED  STATES  ^VERNMEN- 


Memorandum 
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Ur.  Belmon 
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- ^ DATE:  10/29/63 


JUNE 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  BOMBING 
OP  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA, 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


This  memorandum  recommends  that  the  Attorney  General's 
j authority  be  obtained  Afo  install  a.  technical  surveillance  on  the 

ie  oi  

ehich  is  the'  headquarters  of  the  NarTorH^TSTTOUT  Rig! 
'arty  U*SRP) . The  NSRP  is  an  anti-Negro  and  anti-Semitic 
I organization. 


Several  members  of  the  NSRP , are 

presently  under  indictment  in  the  U.  S.^D^strict^our^^ Birmingham, 
for  their  activities  in  connection  with  the  desegregation  of  the 
Birmingham  schools  in  September,  1963. 


The  leader  of  this  organization  is  Dr.  Edward  R.  Fields 
and  the  attorney  for  the  organization  is  Jesse  B.  Stoner  of  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Information  has  been  received  in  the  past  indicating  that 
these  men  condone  and  at  times  incite  violence. 


It  is  hoped  that  through  such  a technical  surveillance  / 
information  will  be  developed  leading  to  the  identification  of  thOj  / 
perpetrators  of  the  bombing  of  the  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church 
in  which  bombing  four  small  Negro  children  were  killed. 

I In  view  of  the  tense  racial  situation  in  Birmingham 
aggravated  by  the  recent  bombings,  it  is  believed  that  further 
activity  on  the  part  of  those  responsible  for  the  bombings  could 
easily  lead  to  further  rioting,  bloodshed,  loss  of  life,  materially 
affecting  the  security  of  the  United  States. 


The  Birmingham  Office  has  assured  that  the  technical 
surveillance  can  be  installed  with  full  security. 


There  are  56  invest igative-type  technical  surveillances 
in  operation  at  the  present  time  and  14  are  awaiting  installation. 
The  limit  is  75.  REC  37,  - {"/■  j 


Memorandum  to  Mr.  Belmont 

BE;  UNKNOWN  SUBJECT;  BOMBING  OF 

SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


/ RECOMMENDATION: 


It  is  recommended  that  the  attached  memorandum  be 
sent  to  the  Attorney  General  requesting  authority  to  install 
this  technical  surveillance. 


- 2 - 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


JUNE 

TO  Director  (Bufile  157-1025  ) date:  10/22/63 


! / 


subject:  RECOMMENDATION  FOR  INSTALLATION  OF  TECHNICAL  OR  MICROPHONE  SURVEILLANCE 


If.  Cost  and  manpower  involved:  Two  Special  Agents  will  operate  along 

with  other  technicals  at  central  location 
(until  relieved  by  clerical  personnel) . 


(2) 


6.  Type  of  case  involved:  Bombing  of  a Negro  church  in  which  four 

children  killed. 


7.  Connection  or  status  of  subject  in  the  case: 


Suspect  and  an  associate 
of  prime  suspects. 


8.  Specific  information  being  sought:  Leads  to  identity  of  bomber. 


9.  Reasons  for  believing  the  specific  information  will  be  obtained  by  the 
technical  surveillance:  information  developed  that  he  talks  to 

other  suspects  by  phone. 


Case  is  of  national  importance. 

Sitcnort  i c hoi  iauoH  f A have 

ticipated  in  this  and  other  bombings. 


- 2 - 


10.  Importance  of  case  and  subject: 


11.  Possibilities  of  obtaining  desired  information  by  other  means 

(Explain  in  detail):  None  known  unless  subjects  confess. 


12.  Risks  of  detection  involved:  None. 


Full  security  assured. 


13.  Probable  length  of  technical  surveillance:  15  days 


lh.  Request  made  for  technical  surveillance  by  any  outside  agency 
(name  specific  official,  title  and  agency) : none 


- 3 - 


15*  Remarks: 


16.  Reconmendation  of  Assistant  Director: 


- k - 


JUNE 


55 


October  29,  1963 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 


Unknown  subjects; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM, 
ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


is 


SeJtnont 
Mohr  


Is  a prime  suspect  and  anasso? 
oi  lug  suspects  c-eveioped  to  date  in  the  bombing  of  the 
Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church. 

It  is  requested  that  you  authorize  the 
installation  of  a technical  surveillance  at  his  home 
or  any  address  to  which  he  may  move  in  order  that 
information  may  be  developed  leading  to  the  identification 
of  the  perpetrators  of  the  bombing,  which  bombing  killed 
four  small  Negro  children  on  September  15,  1963. 

In  view  of  the  tense  racial  situation  in 
Birmingham,  further  inflamed  by  the  bombings,  it  is 
believed  that  additional  activity  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  responsible  for  the  bombings  could  easily  lead 
to  more  rioting,  bloodshed  and  loss  of  life,  materially 
affecting  the  security  of  the  United  States. 


CTT'V'T 


Respectfully, 


BY  


XJ.. 


.L.iCLA£3I^  THO  3Y 
ON  5 i .?  'r  r 


John  Edgar  Hoover 
Director 


APPROVED 


-DATE 


,4- 

Awipwt* 

amt  wnt  Ac- 


*!> 


■ il 

t 


NOTE: 


See  mem 
caption/ 


Rosen  to  Mr.  Belmont,  10/28/63,  same 


This  letter  is  being  classified  SECRET  since  it  mentions 
a technical  surveillance0 
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Has  been  removed  and  placed  in  the  Special  File  Room  of  Records  Branch. 
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See  File  66-2554-7530  for  authority. 
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MAT  l?*2  EOltlON 
04*  OEM.  HO.  NO.  %7 


UNITED  STATES  t jVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


Mr, 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


A.  Rosen,^ 

( 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


DATE: 


October  28, 
JUNE 


Trotter  - 

Tele-  Hoorn  


Holmes 
Gandy  _ 


This  memorandum  recommends  that  the  Attorney  General’s 
authoritv  be  obtained  to  install  a technical  surveillance  on 


j ^ a suspect  in  the  instant  bombing  and  is 

j a close  associate  of  other  prime  suspects  in  this  case. 


This  is  the  case  involving  the  bombing  of  the  church 
in  which  four  small  Negro  children  were  killed.  It  is  hoped 
that  through  such  a technical  surveillance  information  will 
be  developed  leading  to  the  identification  of  the  perpetrators. 

In  view  of  the  tense  racial  situation  in  Birmingham  / 

aggravated  by  the  recent  bombings,  it  is  believed  that  further/"-!  yf 
activity  on  the  part  of  those  responsible  for  the  bombings  ( ,f 
could  easily  lead  to  further  rioting,  bloodshed,  loss  of  life',—  1 
materially  affecting  the  security  of  the  United  States. 

f The  Birmingham  Office  has  assured  that  the  technical 

I surveillance  can  be  installed  with  full  security. 

■ There  are  55  investigative-type  technical  surveillances 

in  operation  at  the  present  time  and  15  are  awaiting  installation. 
The  limit  is  75. 

RE  CCfMME  NDAT I ON : 


It  is  recommended  that  the  attached  memorandum  be 
sent  to  the  Attorney  General  requesting  authority  to  install 
this  technical  surveillance. 

Enclosure  2 g 

1 - Mr . , AA.i^ 

- Mr 

RBL  :W 

v'G63 


61’ 


4-312  (Rev. 


-18-62) 


' — . 


Date  of  Mail  \°'  ^ - U — 


Has  been  removed  and  placed  in  the  Special  File  Room  of  Records  Branch. 


... 


tOa^ 


See  File  66-2554-7530  for  authority. 


Subject 


JUNE  MAIL 


p 


Removed  By  — 


65N0V8  1 


File  Number 


I’o'?  - 103-K  - CZ_2  l 


Permanent  Serial  Charge  Out 


CO' 


Serial  Removal  Charge  Out- 
Notional  Security  Electronic  S'  ei 
4-674  (Rev.  7-18-73) 


File 


Sub-iect  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 


BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA , 


/ 

O'C 


This  serial,  the  original  memorandum  from  the  FBI  to  the 

Attorney  General  dated 10/29/63 , which  was 

returned  to  the  Bureau  signed  by  the  Attorney  General 
authorizing  FBI  to  conduct  electronic  surveillance,  has 
been  permanently  removed  for  retention  in  the  Nations  “ 
Security  Electronic  Surveillance  File  per  memorandi 

;o  dated  7-13-73*  See  62-115687-1 

:'or  details  andwner^maintained. 
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Subject  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREETH 
BAPTIST  CHURCH , BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA.  9/15/63 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


^ c 


This  serial,  the  original  memorandum  from  the  FBI  to  the 

Attorney  General  dated  10/26.63 , which  was 

returned  to  the  Bureau  signed  by  the  Attorney  General 
authorizing  FBI  to  conduct  electronic  surveillance,  has 
been  permanently  removed  for  retention  in  the  Nation^' 

. Security  Electronic  Surveillance  File  per  memoranai  _ 

^■H^to  Mr . VHHHMHHBt^ated  7-1 3-73 - See  62-115687-1" 
for  details  and  where  maintained. 
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Permanent  Serial  Charge  Out 


# QT 


6.  Type  of  case  involved:  Bombing  of  Negro  church  in  which 

four  children  killed. 


7.  Connection  or  status  of  subject  in  the  case:  Leaders  of  National  States 

RlgubS  por»+y  Uo  yg  K 00n  j^nyol  lH  bOlublll^S  rj  y^olg2C6  Slid 

associate  with  suspects  in  this  case. 


8.  Specific  information  being  sought:  Leads  to  identify  subjects  in 

this  case. 


9.  Seasons  for  believing  the  specific  information  will  be  obtained  by  the 
technical  surveillance.  Leaders  of  NSRP  associate  with  suspects. 


10.  importance  of  case  and  subject:  National  importance;  NSRP  leaders 

probably  have  some  knowledge  of 
bombings. 


- 2 - 


11. 


12. 

13- 

14. 


Possibilities  of  obtaining  desired  information  by  other  means 
(Explain  in  detail) : None  known  unless  subjects  confess 


Risks  of  detection  involved:  None, 


Full  security  assured 


Probable  length  of  technical  surveillance:  15  days 


Request  made  for  technical  surveillance  by  any  outside  agency 
(name  specific  official,  title  and  agency) : None 


- 3 - 


15-  Remarks: 


1 6.  Recommendation  of  Assistant  Director: 
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OPTIONAL  FOBM 


UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


JUKE 

(Bufile  157-1025  ) date:  10/22/63 

Birmingham 

subject:  RECOMMENDATION  FOR  INSTALLATION  OF  TECHNICAL  OR  MICROPHONE  SURVEILLANCE 


to  Director 

FROM  k SAC, 


RE:  Title  BAPBOMB 


<4? 


Character  of  Case  BOMBING  MATTERS 
Field  Office 

Symbol  Number  4MHIM#(rac) 

Type  of  Surveillance  "trerlmlL'Ul  rxASLbcrxjCxxx ) 


CONP.INPJV  i 


1.  Name  and  address  of  subject:  ROBERT  EDWARD  CHAMBLISS 

2505.32  n d.  A Y enue  Nor  t h 

Birmingham,  Alabama  _ 

2.  Location  of  technical  operation: 


r l\ 


3.  Other  technical  surveillances  on  same  subject:  None 


4.  Cost  and  manpower  involved: 


Two  Special  Agents  will  operate  along 
with  other  technicals  at  central  loca- 
tion. (Until  relieved  by  clerical 
personnel)  j - '7'_  ‘ -7  ^ . . ;•  ^ 


REC-JQ 


D 


Adequacy  of  security:  Adequate 

1 - Bureau 

lingham 


b~>c 


wr 


Registered 


> 


6.  Type  of  case  involved: 


Bombing  of  a Negro  church  in  which 
four  children  killed. 


7-  Connection  or  status  of  subject  in  the  case:  Prime  suspect. 

■% 


8.  Specific  information  being  sought:  Leads  to  identity  of  bombers. 


9.  Reasons  for  believing  the  specific  information  -will  be  obtained  by  the 

technical  surveillance:  This  and  other  suspects  appear  to  be 

relaxing  and  perhaps  will  discuss, 
case  with  other  suspects. 


10.  importance  of  case  and  subject:  Case  is  of  national  importance. 

Suspect  is  one  of  prime  suspects. 


- 2 - 


11. 


12. 

13. 

14. 


Possibilities  of  obtaining  desired  information  by  other  means 
(Explain  in  detail) : None  known  unless  subjects  confess. 


Risks  of  detection  involved: 


None.  Full  security  assured. 


Probable  length  of  technical  surveillance:  15  days. 


Request  made  for  technical  surveillance  by  any  outside  agency 
(name  specific  official,  title  and  agency) : none 


- 3 - 


15.  Remarks : 


16.  Recommendation  of  Assistant  Director: 
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October  30 f 1963 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  BOMBING  OF 
SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  x 
»EiajKM±«SK  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTERS 
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MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 


■NllAWfV  Mil 


D/MfDTlI/1  AT? 
OVAOA11U  VX 


SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


NOTE: 


SEE  MEMO,  ROSEN  TO  BELMONT, 
10/29/63,  RBL:cag. 


ABOVE  CAPTION, 


s 
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it  mentions  a technical  surveillance. 
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File 


Subject  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 

BAPTIST  CHURCH.  BIRMINGHAM.  ALABAMA.  9/15/63 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


Thi 


<=;pT*i  al  j t/he  ofi  Pinal  TtiPtnonanfliiTn  from  iiTip  PUT  "ho  ■hVin 


Attorney  General  dated  10/30/63 
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nODMV N SUBJECTS;  ' ■ 
BOMBING  Of  SIXTEENTH  fRQT 


BOUBJNG  MATTSBS 


II,  IMS 

^ ]3^p  bonoJo 


*n 

□□ 

V-H 


nj  other 
Is  s don  igooditt  of 
of  tto  Sttooetoh  Street 


to  dot*  lo  toe  bombing 


technical  oarrefflaara  oft  hla  lean  or  007  address  to  which  to  nay 
more  In  order  that  tutor  motion  may  bo  developed  loo  dine  to  tto 
I Identification  of  tto  perpetrators  of  the  bombing,  which  bombing 
killed  four  small  Negro  children  on  September  16,  1963. 


la  view  to  too  tones  — ****  alliottw  to  Btratadam. 
fnrttas inflamed  by  tto  bombing*.  It  Is  believed  that  additional  4 
aetirij  on  tto  part  to  those  who  are  responsible  toe.  toe  homhtaga 
cooMssslly  lend  to  more  rtottog;  blnedetod  and  lone  to  Mfe,  materially 
affecting  tto  secartty  of  tto  Catted  States. 
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RespectfaBy, 
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.L 


TO:  DIRECTOR  FBI  (157-1025)  JUNE 

FROM:  SAC  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) (P) 

RE : T3APBOMB 

The  following  technical  coverage  is  now  in  operation 
in  connection  with  this  case: 

TESURS 


Subj ect 


ROBERT  EDWARD  CHAMBLISS 
2505  32nd  Avenue  North 
If  Birmingham,  Alabama 


Date  Installed 
(RAC)  10/4/63 

(RAC)  10/22/63 

(RAC)  10/22/63 

(RAC)  10/25/63 


J 

' A 


Tationa. 

Party  headquarters 
1865  Bessemer  Road 
Birmingham,  Alabama 

Form  FD-142  was  submitted  on  each  of  the  above  on  the 
» dates  installed.  $££-  2/  / ' 7 - - ? ..‘V  ^ 

Bureau  (REGISTERED  MAIL) Cf} T-V^i  -r,  w 

3 - Birmingham  (1  - 157-3  52-&F2)^-* 

, (1  - 137-698)  _ 1?  :9o' 

1 - 66-1260) 
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Transmit  the  following  in 
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Date:  10/31/63 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 

AIR  MAIL 

(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 
SAC,  KNOXVILLE  (66-813)  (p) 


SUBJECT:  "BAP  BOMB 


temporarily 
with  c,«| 
and  TESUR  o 
In  addition 


Re  Knoxville  a Artel  to  Bureau  10/24/63. 

On  10/30/63,  I Laboratory, 

^^£jurmingham  Division,  telephonically  discussed 
possible  method  of  arranging  MIS  UR 


1^ Bas  e d on 

I i I i 1 1 1 I I i ii  I I | 1 1 i i i i I I ml  I i ill unoccupied 

it  is  not  believed  feasible  to  at  temp^ent  ranee  to  this 
residence.  Also,  based  on  facts  referenced  airtel,  and 
referenced  telephone  conversation  10/30/63,  MISUR  not  possible 
without  entrance. 


TESUR  is  not  being  recommended  at  this  time 
based  on  f ol  lowing  ■reasons*  Tt  is  nnt  hdl  i’owpH  thnt  cm 


coverage  would  be  productive  as  the' 
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